Church Property Report (12 March 2026)

As a number of building and improvement activities have recently begun or progressed, here is a summary of the fabric and refurbishment projects currently underway at the church. In total there are ten active or developing projects, which are summarised below.

1. Upper Room and Stairway

The refurbishment of the upper meeting room and stairway is now largely complete. The carpets have been laid and the painting finished.

The remaining items are relatively minor but necessary before the room can be fully brought into use. These include the installation of electrical sockets, the installation of blinds/curtains for the windows, mounting a television on the wall, provision of internet connectivity, and the provision of furniture.

These items will be addressed over the coming few weeks.

2. Balcony refurbishment and upstairs sink and WC

This work is expected to be scheduled in the late spring.

3. Confessional Extension

A clear schedule of work has now been agreed for extending the confessional.

The proposal is to create an enclosed space for the priest within the kitchen area behind the existing confessional position. This will give the priest a properly enclosed and private area while preserving the existing space for the penitent. We hope to schedule it within the next one or two months.

4. Downstairs Toilet and Courtyard Electrical Work

The electric hand dryer in the downstairs toilet has now been installed.

Two further items remain. The first is the installation of an extractor fan, which will require a core hole to be made through the external wall. The second is the renewal of the courtyard lighting circuitry so that the lights in the courtyard function properly.

Both tasks are expected to be carried out shortly by the electricians.

5. Pigeon Control and Narthex Roof Clean-up

There remains a persistent issue with pigeons around the narthex roof and the side entrance area, resulting in droppings, debris accumulation on the roofs, and blockages to the gutters.

We are awaiting a quotation from Rezarf Limited, the pest-control company previously used by the parish. The work would involve clearing debris from the roof and gutters and installing suitable deterrents to prevent further pigeon activity.

This work will be carried out in cooperation with our neighbours at the adjacent former convent building, as the birds tend to roost along their window ledges and rainwater pipes.

6. Screen Between the Side Chapel and the Sanctuary

We are in discussion with Brian Hawker of BH Blinds to replace the existing screen curtain between the side chapel and the sanctuary.

The present idea is to install a full-height curtain extending from ceiling level down to the floor, somewhat similar to theatre curtains. The system would be electrically controlled (curtains retracting to both left and right) so that the screen can be opened or closed easily. Installation could probably take place within two to three months.

7. Side Chapel Lighting Upgrade

We are planning to upgrade the lighting in the side chapel as requested by several parishioners.

Brick Peers (part of the Ambrosini Construction Group) have been asked to provide a quotation and we are currently awaiting their response.

8. Narthex Roof Survey

The condition of the narthex roof has been identified as a matter of concern for some time, most recently in Mike Magrath’s Quinquennial Survey of 2024.

The survey notes that the roof tiles are deteriorating, the felt beneath is damaged, and the internal lath-and-plaster ceiling below has suffered damp penetration. 

Following Mike’s preliminary schedule of issues, I have written to James Hargreaves at Ellis & Co inviting them to visit the church and carry out a detailed inspection.

The aim is to obtain a contractor’s assessment of the current condition of the roof coverings, gutters, flashings and associated structures, together with an indication of the likely scope and cost of the necessary repairs. This will help us move towards a clearer specification for the work.

9. Memorial Plaques or Columbarium Concept

Fr Tony has raised the possibility of creating a memorial area within the church where plaques and/or urns commemorating deceased parishioners could be placed.

Such a facility could provide a devotional focus for families while also potentially generating a modest income stream for the parish. At present this is only an early concept and various design and pastoral considerations would need to be explored before any proposal is developed further. I would be pleased to receive parishioner feedback on this concept.

10. Repositioning of the Library Corridor Door

A small but potentially useful improvement has been suggested regarding the door beside the side entrance that leads to the corridor serving the toilet and the stairs to the upper floor.

The idea is to reposition this door so that it sits behind the bookcases rather than in front of them. This would make the parish library area more visible and accessible, and should encourage greater use of the books. 
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