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St. Joseph and St. Teresa – Forest School Programme for 2018 – 2019

CLASS 1

TERM 1. Forest School Introductory Skills

1. Wed 5th Sept. Safety Activities. Teddy Bear Hunt and Molly Moo’s misfortunes because she wasn’t safe.  Sticky Card Crowns. (how many leaves of different colours can you find to stick on your crown? 

2. Wed 12th Sept.  Soft Toy Town (Safe Creative Play) Children make a village for their soft toys using mainly found materials and some provided materials. Children describe their houses to each other.

3. Wed 19th Sept. Bead-Making. Safe use of mini-hacksaws. Cut and string 3 – 5 beads.

4. Wed 26th Sept. Collecting to type/ simple assembling - Autumn Washing Line. Washing Lines decorated with Autumn finds. Understanding living things and the annual cycle of growth and decay. Collecting living and dead things.

5. Wed 3rd Oct. Observation/ safe exploration - Wood Louse & Spider Hunt. Understanding living things and their environment – hunt, wood-lice and spiders. Make a house for your woodlice.

6. Wed 10th Oct. Learning to work together - Den-Making (free design). Play activities involving making and decorating a den working in groups. Development of skills in cooperative working.

7. Wed 17th Oct. Combe Wood Walk. Elf Trees and Hobbit Hunt.

8. Wed 24th Oct. Fire Safety. Fire safety drills. Entering and leaving the fire area etc… Sharing why fire must be treated with great respect. Collecting firewood and observing a fire being lit. Putting together a special bag with their name on it use for fire-lighting at various times. Provide materials to sort. Share the importance of each type of material. 


TERM 2. Craft Skills

9. Wed 7th Nov. Clay : Thumb Pot with a patterned disc lid. Skills-building in clay- developing fine motor skills (1). Find an item of treasure to put in your pot.

10. Wed 14th Nov. Sharp tools use: Making a Mobile – Learn to use mini-hacksaws safely. Children cut short pieces of willow to an equal length, decorate with coloured tapes and secure to a length of string. 

11. Wed 21st Nov. Clay Shapes. Techniques to make a sun, moon and star out of clay. Allow to dry and put away for painting. 
12.  Wed 28th Nov. Den-making. Make a den using the ‘tarp over a rope’ method. Children free to furnish and decorate as they wish.

13. Wed 5th Dec. Clay Crib (1) – Making simple figures of Jesus, Mary and Joseph with crib.

14. Wed 12th Dec. Clay Crib (2)  – Complete the three figures. 

15. Wed 19th Dec. Fire-lighting, hot chocolate and marshmallows. Make a Christmas decoration out of natural materials.

TERM 3. Fire, Story & Visualisation

16. Wed 9th  Jan. Elf Houses and Gardens. Imaginative play. Making elf houses and gardens with connecting winding paths out of sticks, pebbles and other found materials. Furniture is also made out of found materials. Introduce Elf characters.

17. Wed 16th Jan. Dragon Wands. Make a wand to bring the dragon under your power. Dragon games and dragon tales.

18. Wed 23rd Jan.  Peewit, the Elf’s Birthday. Make decorations and a hobbit pipe. Pipe made by using a brace and bit to make the bowl and the hole for the stem.

19. Wed 30th Jan. Dragon’s Eye Pendants. More games and activities themed on dragons. Make a disc out of clay or timber (pre-cut), pierce for cord, decorate with a pre-drawn magic design or name and decorate.

20. Wed 6th Feb. Treasure Hunt – Fire and Pirate Story. Following a simple pictorial map to find buried treasure. 

21. Wed 13th Feb. Hide & Seek. Camouflage game followed by hideaway den making.  


TERM 4. Easter Stories

22. Wed 27th Feb. Willow Fish (clay fish-shaped tea lights if no willow) - Fine motor-skills in shaping, tying and decorating a simple willow shape. Reflecting on the meaning of the fish as a symbol and its role in bible story.

23. Wed 6th Mar. Mixed media rosary (1) – finding and using natural materials - wood, clay, shell and feather beads to make a simple 10 bead rosary.

24. Wed 13th Mar. Mixed media rosary (2) – finding and using natural materials - wood, clay, shell and feather beads to make a simple 10 bead rosary.

25. Wed 20th Mar. Decorate the Prayer Garden. Easter themed decorations for the prayer garden.

26. Wed 27th Mar. Easter Gardens. Spiritual Symbols. Making a simple Easter Garden out of clay and found materials. Prayer Garden Easter activities.

27. Wed 3rd April. An Easter Card for a Special Person. Focusing on symmetry and number, using provided and natural found materials to make a greetings card. 



TERM 5. Shape & Measure

28. Wed 24th  April.  Story Shapes. Troll Labyrinths & Mazes. Encouraging imagination and narrative construction by making troll characters and pebble mazes, following story-telling about trolls.

29. Wed 1st  May. Shape & Measurement (2). Using sticks and pebbles to make geometrical shapes of a particular size. Learning to measure in metres and half-metres.

30. Wed 8th May.  Queen Rumpty’s Lost Treasure.  Make a house for Queen Rumpty and find her lost treasure. Count the treasure into piles of coins. to check she hasn’t lost any.

31. Wed 15th May. Heavy & Light. Learning to talk about size and weight. Treasure hunt to fill their buckets with finds and grade by size, weight and type.

32. Wed 22nd May. Combe Wood Walk. The Trolls of Combe Wood.


TERM 6. Environmental Awareness

33. Wed 5th  June. Nests & Eggs. Animals and their habitats. Make a nest out of found materials and eggs out of clay. Story about why birds choose differing environments to build their nests. 

34. Wed 12th June. Pond-dip & pond clean. Use nets to sample wild-life in the pond and to remove floating leaves. Chart what is found.

35. Wed 19th June. Combe Wood Walk. Treebeard & Tree Stories. Introduce children to Ents and how to discover them. Identifying the trees in the wood. Tree Faces with clay and found materials. Skills- building in clay developing fine motor skills (2). Story background given to inspire giving trees a name and a face (Ents).

36. Wed 26th June. Who Lives Where? Big Bug Hunt.  Living things and their environments. Survey of the insect population in the Forest School area. 

37. Wed 3rd July. Hedgehogs. Making a hedgehog out of clay and pine needles or leaf stems. Using found materials to develop creativity. 

38. Wed 10th July. New Reception Class. The Green Dragon’s Birthday.

39. Wed 17th July. Harry Potter & the Green Dragon. Find the magic items to stop the green dragon getting any bigger. Make a Harry Potter type wand.


END OF SUMMER TERM
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