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Intent
Our aim is to create a learning environment and build relationships which support, enhance and invite a child’s curiosity, confidence and individual competency to flourish regardless of backgrounds, circumstances or needs. We aim to work collaboratively with parents and carers to encourage independent, enthusiastic learners who thrive and reach their full potential. It is our intent that children who enter our EYFS begin their lifelong learning journey by developing physically, verbally, cognitively and emotionally whilst also embedding a positive attitude to school and a love of learning. Every child has access to a broad, balanced curriculum which prepares them for now and for the future in terms of opportunities and experiences. Our EYFS curriculum aims to enable our children to be:
· Competent and creative learners; who are curious about the world around them.
· Cooperative, friendly and considerate of others; who engage in collaborative learning
· Secure and confident; who enjoy coming to school and learning new skills and knowledge building on their existing learning.
· Skillful communicators; who connect with others through language and play, ensuring that they play in a vocab rich environment.
Implementation
We follow the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage. This is embedded into the EYFS setting with careful consideration to the daily life of the school, its ethos and Catholicity. 

Across the both prime and specific areas of the framework, we provide opportunities for 
· curiosity, exploration and problem solving
· repetition, consolidation and identifying links with prior learning
· building positive relationships and attitudes to learning
· academic success through a progression of skills and knowledge with clear expectations 

The skills and knowledge of each area of the framework are mapped into progression grids and form our EYFS curriculum. This progression is broken into small steps which prepare the children for future learning. The curriculum is delivered through a play-based and experiential learning environment, combined with high quality focused teaching. Pupils are provided with ample opportunities in our indoor and outdoor provision. They engage in planned, focused activities designed to enable all pupils to keep up with the expected progression as well as self- initiated free flow activities. 

The pupils are taught to engage with play based in a purposeful way within a well-resourced environment. Pupil viewpoints towards play and their environment are considered so that maximum enjoyment is achieved as well as academic success. Staff utilise play based learning to develop children’s language and executive functioning and help them to learn important knowledge. Through staff interaction pupils are taught to focus their attention, seek out important information, adapt and develop their approach while working towards an end goal.

The curriculum progression considers the starting point of all pupils and is carefully monitored to ensure that it matches the needs of the current cohort or tends over several years. Pupils with lower starting points are provided with additional interactions with staff who scaffold their learning and promote accelerated learning. Staff have clear understanding of early years pedagogy and recognise how to develop and monitor pupil’s next steps effectively.  

A key area of focus is on children’s communication and language development. We prioritise the knowledge and skills in this area so that the children can access the curriculum effectively and are not held back at the end of the foundation stage.  Staff engage will all pupils throughout the day, model and explore new vocabulary, demonstrate high quality questioning skills and model Standard English. 

We aim to deliver learning through activities which reduce cognitive overload. Pupils engage in routine activities, use stem sentences, repeat learning opportunities and consolidate learning before moving on to new concepts. Pupils are supported to meet the intended learning in a variety of ways and contexts so that they are able to achieve the expected curriculum milestones. 

Pupils are exposed to cultural capital opportunities which draw upon the pupil’s interests, the local community and the wider world.  We use cross curricular teaching to make links between ideas, and provide the pupils with hands on concrete learning experiences.

Staff deliver synthetic phonics through discrete daily sessions. We follow Little Wandle Revised Letters and Sounds. Our reading scheme matches the teaching of synthetic phonics. 

We value the positive relationships between home and school which provide staff with a rounded view of each unique child. Information shared is used to support the learning and emotional needs of the pupils, prepare stimulating environments and enable families to take an active role in their child’s learning. 

Pupils attainment in monitored in a range of ways. Each week 10% of the EYFS cohort have their interactions and outcomes documented using an assess, plan, teach and review method. Pupils identified though formative assessment are provided with additional adult interaction and learning opportunities designed to rapidly close gaps. Pupils are given time to review their learning opportunities. We use the school values as tool for driving these reflective discussions. 

Information from whole cohort progress checks is analysed and shared with the EYFS staff, middle leaders, SLT and governors. 
Intended Impact 
The wellbeing needs of the pupils and staff are met and all involved are able to thrive, enabling pupils to make expected or greater progress from their initial starting points. 
Staff have aspirational yet achievable expectations for all pupils’ attainment. Staff are knowledgeable about each child’s learning journey. Staff can competently complete a profile for each pupil based on the ELGs and provide an in-depth narrative for both parents and the Year 1 staff

The number of pupils achieving the Good Level of Development remains inline or above the national average. The inequality gap is kept as small as possible for each individual cohort. The needs of all pupils, including those in vulnerable groups are met to the schools fullest ability.
Parents and school have regular communication and a joined up approach in supporting the children’s development. 
Staff continue to develop their understanding of early years pedagogy. 
Pupils finish the EYFS as independent, inquisitive, well rounded individuals who have developed the communication and interaction skills required to excel beyond the end of the reception year. 

