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Educational Programme: Understanding the World

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them - from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.

Early Learning Goal: Past and Present

· Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.
· Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experience and what has been read in class.
· Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.

Early Learning Goal: People, Culture and Communities

· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
· Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and-when appropriate-maps.


Early Learning Goal: The Natural World

· Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants.
· Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.


Our Intent at the Dunstan Educational Catholic Trust

Nothing matters more than children making sense of the world in which they live. Children’s awe of the world around them needs to be fostered through everyday practice and provision. We aim to offer every child a ‘basic entitlement’ across the aspects within Understanding the World so their curiosity for knowing, understanding and comparing the world can be explored ( cultural capital: the essential knowledge that children need to be educated citizens).

We will provide resources that help children to explore the world around them. We will read a range of texts that promote the children’s understanding of our diverse world including, social, cultural, ecological and technological aspects.







	
	People, Culture and Communities
	Past and Present
	The Natural World
	Technology 

	Skills
	Identifying
Naming 
Making links
Understanding community 
Describing 
Recounting 
Planning
Numbering  

	Recognising similarities and differences
Engaging with others 
Observing 
Recording 
Using technology
Trial and error 
Sequencing 
Sharing 
Comparing 
	Develop positive attitudes  
Using specific vocabulary 
Explaining  
Retrieving information 
Caring for nature 
Investigating 
Programming 
Commenting 
Questioning 

	Continuous Provision
	Ipads
Beebots
Cameras
Photographs 
Role play
Small world
Art and craft 
Water play
Sand play 
Books
	Construction 
Clocks
Stop watches 
Maps 
Seeds, plants etc.
Gardening resources 
Shape resources 
Numerals 
Posters
Bug boxes 
	Ride on toys
Adult pupil interactions in free flow 

	Enhanced Provision
	Maths lessons 
Art and DT lessons 
Festival celebrations 
Forest school 



	Community events
Church links 
Fundraising events 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mud kitchen 


	Science investigations
Science lessons 
Group learning activities 











	Computing lessons 
E safety weeks 

	
	People, Culture and Communities
	Past and Present
	The Natural World
	Technology

	Autumn Term
	Demonstrate a sense of self within own immediate family and wider family relations and pets

In pretend play, imitate everyday actions and events from own family and cultural background, e.g. making and drinking tea, going to the barbers etc. 

Begin to extend friendships to include previously unknown pupils. 

Understand that they have similarities and differences that connect them to, and distinguish them from, others 

Show interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them 

Enjoy joining in with family customs and routines

Develop and demonstrate positive attitudes when exploring the differences between people.

Begin to recognise a range of occupations and show interest in the roles that individuals. 




	Remember and talk about significant events in their own experience

Begin to make sense of their own life- story and family’s history.

Sequence objects or pictures in order of growth  

Begin to understand and use specific vocabulary related to time (see mathematics progression) 

Gain confidence in saying the order of the days of the week. 

Name the 4 seasons and begin to explain some features 

Begin to understand how familiar people, events or places have changed overtime – e.g. changes to the school building, Christmas in the past etc.
	Begin to notice detailed features of objects in their environment. 

Make natural collections and begin to group objects from their immediate environment 

Begin to show care and concern for living things and the environment

Talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, natural and found objects (Seasonal scavenger hunt TAPS)

Explore small world reconstructions, building on first-hand experiences, e.g. visiting farms, garages, train tracks, walking by river or lake

Use all 5 senses to explore their environment and use newly introduced tier 2 vocabulary to name and describe what they see

Comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the place where they live or the natural world

Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. (Frozen balloons TAPS)

Begin to understand the effect their behaviour can have on the environment 

Begin to know about different countries in the world and talk about the differences between them 
	Acquire basic skills in turning on and operating some simple digital equipment such as remote controls, programmable toys and touch-capable technology

Operate mechanical toys, e.g. turns the knob on a wind-up toy or pulls back on a friction car (Icompute- I am logical)

Play with water to investigate “low technology” such as washing and cleaning.
Use pipes, funnels and other tools to carry/
transport water from one place to another

Know that information can be retrieved from digital devices and the internet

Explore a range of materials to learn cause and effect, for example, makes a string puppet using dowels and string to suspend the puppet, making simple sliding mechanisms. (DT Kapow Sliding pictures)

Begin to complete a simple program on electronic devices (icompute- I make music) (icompute- I can play) (icompute- ican move) (icompute- I make pixel art)

Begin to explore simple algorithms for everyday activities using unplugged resources. (icompute- I can sequence) 

Begin to use age appropriate electronic devices (cameras, beebots etc) (icompute- I make art) (icompute- I tell stories)

	Spring Term
	Recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends with increasing detail 

Show interest in different occupations and ways of life indoors and outdoors

Know some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends or family
	Identify and describe changes over time – through fictional characters and or real figures from the past.

Identify personal events in the immediate past / future, and events that are more distant in time. 

Begin to recognise and describe how everyday items and technology have changed over time

 
	Talk about why things happen and how things work 

Continue to explore the natural world and begin to describe observations in greater detail (icompute- I can sort) (Taste test – TAPS)

Begin to develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time 

Consistently show care and concern for living things and the environment

Understand the effect their behaviour can have on the environment

Explore how children’s lives may be similar or different in this country and in other countries  
	Gain confidence in operating simple equipment including using tablets and cameras (icompute- I guess minibeasts) (icompute- I catch aliens)

Begin to use technology to retrieve and organise information with support (icompute- I can search) (icompute- I organsie data)

Continue to explore a range of materials to learn cause and effect. (icompute-I can direct) (icompute—ican turn)

Use age appropriate electronic devices with greater independence (icompute – I can control) (icompute- I can program)



	Summer Term
	Enjoy joining in with family customs and routines and explain how these are similar and different to other events or routines

Talk about past and present events in their own life and in the lives of family members with increasing attention to detail

Know that other children do not always enjoy the same things, and is sensitive to this

Know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities, cultures and traditions
	Understand the key features in the life cycles of plants and animals

Describe changes over time and recognise changes which are reversible and non-reversible (Making Butter TAPS) 
	Look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change in nature and materials. Describe these observations in detail. (Incy Wincy Spider TAPS)

Know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things

Talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another

Make observations of animals and plants and explains why some things occur, and talks about changes (Brown apples TAPS)

Talk about why things happen and how things work in greater details
	Independently create content such as a video recording, stories, and/or draw a picture on screen (icompute-I make media)

Continue to develop digital literacy skills by being able to access, understand and interact with a range of technologies (icompute- I can animate) (icompute- I make pictograms) (icompute- I stay safe) (icompute- I can report)

Use the internet with adult supervision to find and retrieve information of interest to them (icompute- I can surf) (icompute- I send email)
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