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Educational Programme: Expressive Arts and Design
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials.
The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.

ELG: Creating with Materials
· Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function;
· Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;
· Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.

ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive

· Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher;
· Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs;
· Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music.
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	Creating with Materials
	Being Imaginative

	Skills
	Varying rhythm, texture, dynamics, pitch, form, or timbre
Investigating and developing line, tone, colour, pattern, texture, shape, space, form and function 
Copying, mirroring, exploring, inventing 
Choosing and selecting resources and providing explanations for choice Generating ideas
Working collaborating, sharing ideas, resources and skills
Developing independence with resources 
Evaluating and improving 
Building on prior knowledge 
Making representations 
Expressing feelings
Trial and error/ experimenting 
Combining techniques and resources 
	Moving, dancing and linking actions 
Using digital resources
Painting, drawing, marbling, and printing
Sculpting, collage and constructing, joining, fixing
Listening, Singing, chanting, speaking and using voice expressively 
Tapping, clapping, rubbing, striking and blowing an instrument
Threading, sewing and weaving
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	Continuous Provision
	Art and craft area
Construction areas
Wood work area
Mud kitchen 
Music instruments in provision 
Scarves and props 
Role play 
Dressing up areas
Books 
Toni box/ listening station/ speakers 
	

	Enhanced Provision
	Forest school 
Story square sessions 
Whole class teaching 
Group activities
Art weeks 
School productions
Assemblies
Church visits 
	

	Autumn Term
	Joins in singing songs 

Sing familiar songs, e.g. pop songs, songs from TV programmes, rhymes, songs from home

Create sounds by rubbing, shaking, tapping, striking or blowing

Taps out simple repeated rhythms

Shows an interest in the way sound makers and instruments sound and experiments with ways of playing them, e.g. loud/quiet, fast/slow

Experiments with ways to enclose a space, create shapes and represent actions, sounds and objects

Explore and experiment with colour in a variety of ways, for example combining colours

Uses 3D and 2D structures to explore materials and/or to express ideas 

Explore and learn how sounds and movements can be changed

Continue to explore moving in a range of ways, e.g. mirroring, creating own movement patterns

Develop an understanding of how to create and use sounds intentionally

Continue to explore colour and how colours can be changed 

Develop an understanding of using lines to enclose a space, and begins to use drawing to represent actions and objects based on imagination, observation and experience 

Use various construction materials, e.g. joining pieces, stacking vertically and horizontally, balancing, making enclosures and creating spaces

Begin to use tools for a purpose including brushes, mark making tools, sculpting tools, craft tools, woodworking tools etc. 

Begin to build a collection of songs and dances

	Use everyday materials to explore, understand and represent their world – their ideas, interests and fascinations

Begin to make believe by pretending using sounds, movements, words, objects Beginning to describe sounds and music imaginatively, e.g. scary music

Create rhythmic sounds and movements

Plays alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme

Engage in imaginative play based on own ideas or first-hand or peer experiences.

Begin to introduce a storyline or narrative into their play

Uses available resources to create props or creates imaginary ones to support play

Use movement and sounds to express experiences, expertise, ideas and feelings

Experiment and create movement in response to music, stories and ideas

Sing to self and invents simple songs 

Create sounds, movements, drawings to accompany stories

Notice what other children and adults do, mirroring what is observed, adding variations and then doing it spontaneously

Begin to create representations of both imaginary and real-life ideas, events, people and objects

Begin to notice differences in works of art and objects, responding imaginatively 




	Spring Term
	Expand ways of making music and exploring how sounds can be produced and adapted. 

Keep the beat of a song or tap a rhythm with increasing control 

Begin to explore with a variety of mark making materials and suggest a preferred resource for a making a planned effect. 

Continue to explore and develop an understanding of how tools can be used to create a desired effect. 
	Create representations of both imaginary and real-life ideas, events, people and objects with attention to detail

Initiate new combinations of movements and gestures in order to express and respond to feelings, ideas and experiences

Begin to choose particular movements, instruments/ sounds, colours and materials for their own imaginative purposes

Use combinations of art forms, e.g. moving and singing, making and dramatic play, drawing and talking, constructing and mapping

Respond imaginatively to art works and objects, e.g. this music sounds likes  dinosaurs, that sculpture is squishy like this [child physically demonstrates],
that peg looks like a mouth

Confidently introduce a storyline or narrative into their play

Play cooperatively as part of a group to create, develop and act out an imaginary idea or narrative

Rehearse and perform songs, dances and movements and begin to consider the audience perspective 

	Summer Term
	Confidently make music in a range of ways, e.g. plays with sounds creatively, plays along to the beat of the song they are singing or music they are listening to

Begin to increase their knowledge and understanding of tools and materials to explore their  interests and enquiries and develop their thinking

Develop their own ideas through experimentation with diverse materials, e.g. light, projected image, loose parts, watercolours, powder paint, to express and communicate their discoveries and understanding.

Express and communicate working theories, feelings and understandings using a range of art forms, e.g. movement, dance, drama, music and the visual arts
	Initiate new combinations of movements and gestures in order to express and respond to feelings, ideas and experiences with confidence 

Use language imaginatively within to cooperative play to create, develop and act out an imaginary idea or narrative

Confidently choose particular movements, instruments/ sounds, colours and materials for their own imaginative purposes 

Rehearse and perform songs, dances and movements with increasing consideration  the audience perspective
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